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County Division of Family and Children. Dur-
ing her tenure with the Lake County Division
of Family and Children, she instituted and or-
ganized a foster parent recognition dinner,
served on the Corrective Action Committee
which initiated new policies and procedures
within the Lake County Division of Family and
Children, and chaired the foster parent training
committee. Additionally, she is an active mem-
ber of St. Timothy’s Community Church.

On this special day, I offer my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Mrs. Vera Lillard-Young. Her
large circle of family and friends can be proud
of the contributions this prominent individual
has made. Her exceptional work with the Lake
County Division of Family and Children will be
greatly missed. I sincerely wish Mrs. Vera
Lillard-Young a long, happy, and productive
retirement.
f
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a beloved and fondly remem-
bered man. Bill Medeiros, a native of San Be-
nito County, was a longtime rancher and
cattleman who embraced the rural lifestyle of
the county and helped to shape its image dur-
ing his life-long residence. Mr. Medeiros
passed away in August at the age of 76.

Bill Medeiros was noted for his active inter-
est in the history and traditions of our commu-
nity. Born and raised in the rural community of
San Benito County, he served as the director
of the San Benito Saddle Horse Show for 46
years, always embracing and upholding the
county’s historical traditions. His devotion to
maintaining the rural roots of the county was
a life-long pursuit of Bill’s that was only inter-
rupted by his service in the U.S. Army Air
Force during World War II as a pilot in the
389th Bomber Group.

After his heroic tour of duty, including many
hazardous missions over Europe, Bill
Medeiros returned to his cherished county and
his rural lifestyle as a cattleman and rancher.
Bill was a member of the San Benito County
Cattleman’s Association for which he was also
elected president.

In the San Benito County, an original cow-
boy and local hero is lost. My thoughts remain
with his family.
f
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
pay tribute to one of the most honorable and
well-respected individuals in the 8th Congres-
sional District of Massachusetts, Father Dajad
Davidian. This past Sunday, September 12,
marks the thirty-first anniversary of Father
Davidian’s arrival to the St. James Armenian
Apostolic Church in Watertown, Massachu-
setts. Sadly, however, it also marked his re-
tirement, and the end of a remarkable career

of a man who unselfishly dedicated his life to
serving his parishioners and his community.

The son of Rose Davidian, an Armenian
Genocide survivor, Father Davidian has been
a courageous voice in the Armenian-American
community for many decades. For the last thir-
ty years, he has provided his parishioners with
strong leadership that has resulted in the
church playing an active role in various
projects to aid the people of Armenia. During
his tenure, the people of St. James have regu-
larly held food drives and other activities that
have raised money for the Armenian Relief
Fund.

Father Davidian is a man of great tolerance,
respect and integrity. His strong conviction to
love his fellow man is a model that all should
follow. It is a principle that Father Davidian
taught wherever he went. Recently, he spoke
to students at Watertown High School. The
theme was ‘‘Respect for Differences Day’’ and
Father Davidian, reflecting on his personal ex-
periences with discrimination, set the tone by
telling students to ‘‘judge the individual, not
the group’’.

Father Davidian has dedicated his life to
helping others discover goodness and the
spirit of generosity. He is a man of vision and
a man of compassion. The impact of his work
has traveled well beyond Watertown and is felt
by countless people around the world. His
work was truly a labor of love.

Mr. Speaker, it is with tremendous gratitude
that I stand before Congress today to honor
such a man, and I want to sincerely thank Fa-
ther Davidian for all his service to the commu-
nity and wish him the best of luck in his future
endeavors.
f
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Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute

to the City of Paramount, California, and its
Pocket Parks Program for winning the U.S.
Conference of Mayors’ City Livability Awards
competition. The program led 17 semifinalists
nationwide to win this very prestigious honor,
which was presented by Andrew Cuomo, Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development.

The Pocket Parks Program is yet another
innovative approach that Paramount has taken
to improve the quality of life for its residents.
In 1996, the City began the program as a way
to make unsightly vacant lots into safe, attrac-
tive public spaces for residents. These lots are
privately owned and located on major boule-
vards. Not only were the vacant lots eyesores,
they posed potential public safety problems.

The City entered into a partnership with the
private owners of the lots and assumed re-
sponsibility for landscaping the lots. As a re-
sult of the Pocket Parks Program, Paramount
has increased its park space by two acres at
a fraction of what it would have cost to acquire
the land for open space. Today, more children
in Paramount have safe, well-kept places to
play. Residents have more park spaces within
walking distance. And Paramount’s appear-
ance more closely matches the reality that it is
a great place in which to work and live.

The award won by the Pocket Parks Pro-
gram is simply the latest example of

Paramount’s innovative, successful efforts to
revitalize itself. By forging a partnership with
the private sector in the Pocket Parks Pro-
gram, Paramount showed its willingness to
find innovative solutions that do not rely en-
tirely on government. Because of the optimism
and hard work of its residents, Paramount has
turned itself around in the past two decades.
The City Livability Award is well-deserved rec-
ognition of Paramount’s latest success. I
praise the people of Paramount and their pro-
gressive City Council and city management.

Trees and parks help make a city. Keep
going, Paramount.
f
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to call to your
attention a grave housing situation in my con-
gressional district the 9th of California and all
across the Nation. Funding for renewals of the
Shelter Plus Care Programs is in a state of
crisis, and unfortunately, the fiscal year 2000
Veterans, Housing and Independent Agencies
bill does not address this critical funding situa-
tion.

By the way of background, the City of
Berkeley, which I represent, administers a
HUD-supported Shelter Plus Care Program
which currently provides permanent, sup-
portive housing to 145 households, involving
105 formerly homeless individuals and 40 for-
merly homeless families. All of the individuals
and families served by this program are dis-
abled, either by severe mental illness (34 per-
cent), chronic substance abuse (23 percent),
dually diagnosed (both severe mental illness
and chronic substance abuse) and/or by AIDS/
HIV-related diseases (5 percent).

The Shelter Plus Care Program has been
key in moving these individuals and families
from chronic homelessness to self-sufficiency.
All of the City of Berkeley’s Shelter Plus Care
participants are now living in private market
housing with a range of needed support serv-
ices (mental health, primary health care and
social services).

The current lack of available McKinney Act
funding to renew the City of Berkeley’s exist-
ing Shelter Plus Care Program threatens
these households that have made such signifi-
cant strides with displacement to homeless-
ness. This result is both unnecessary and po-
tentially a major impact to the more costly
emergency and safety net systems of care in
the Berkeley and Oakland community.

Let me tell you abut two individuals who are
currently participants in the City of Berkeley
Shelter Plus Care Program.

Killian is a 54-year-old male veteran who
served in the United States Air Force from
1963–67. In the fall of 1989 he was hospital-
ized in the VA Hospital with severe symptoms
of mental illness; he has been seriously dis-
abled and homeless since then. Three years
ago, the Shelter Plus Care Program provided
him with housing and needed mental health
services in the Berkeley community. Killian
has achieved a level of stability in terms of
both his housing and mental health issues
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since entering the Program. In his words,
‘‘without the Shelter Plus Care Program, I
would have been unable to survive.’’

Glenda is a single mother in recovery who
until recently was homeless in Berkeley with
her young son. She has been diagnosed with
clinical depression, ADD and bulimia. Since
entering the Shelter Plus Care Program, she
participates in regular case management
counseling as well as receiving needed med-
ical follow-up for her health conditions. In her
words, ‘‘I know that without Shelter Plus Care
I would still be on drugs, homeless or dead
and my son not with his mother like God in-
tended him to be. Without the services that
Shelter Plus Care requires, I would never be
where I am today. In September I start school.
I need Shelter Plus Care to continue to
progress in my life and future.’’

The positive impact that Shelter Plus Care
housing has had on people could be repeated
in any other city in the U.S., because it is such
a vital and successful program. Mr. Speaker,
I hope we can work together in conference to
make the expiring Shelter Plus Care projects
eligible for renewals from the Section 8 pro-
gram rather than the current year McKinney
appropriation. I also ask that Section 8 be pro-
vided with adequate funding to incorporate this
request.
f

AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND
BANQUET

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, Octo-
ber 10, the Pittsburgh District of the Zionist
Organization of America will hold its 54th An-
nual American Zionist Fund Banquet. The
banquet, which is dedicated to the memory of
Doctor Norman Cohen, a longstanding sup-
porter of Israel and the Pittsburgh Jewish
community, will honor community business-
man Jeffrey Markel and Pittsburgh City Coun-
cil President Bob O’Connor.

Mr. Markel will be honored with the Israel
Service Award for his many efforts in support
of Zionism. Mr. Markel is currently the chair-
man of the United Jewish Federation’s Part-
nership 2000 Initiative, which links Jewish
communities in the United States with commu-
nities in Israel. The Partnership 2000 Initiative
works to foster person-to-person contacts and
economic development between American and
Israeli Jews. Mr. Markel has served the UJF in
many other capacities as well. In addition, Mr.
Markel serves or has served on the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Family and Children’s
Service, the Board of Directors of the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, the Board of Directors of
the American Jewish Information Network, and
as a member of the Technical Advisory Board
of the Jerusalem One Network, the first com-
puter network to link the major universities in
Israel with the Knesset.

Pittsburgh City Council President Bob
O’Connor will receive the Natalie E. Novick
Community Leadership Award for his many
contributions to the Pittsburgh Jewish commu-
nity and to community life in Pittsburgh. Coun-
cil President O’Connor is in his second term
on Pittsburgh City Council. His service on City
Council has been marked by action on trans-

portation issues, public safety, and programs
that benefit children. Mr. O’Connor also serves
on the Board of Directors of a number of civic
and charitable organizations, including St.
Francis Central Hospital, the Carnegie Insti-
tute, the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, the South-
west Regional Planning Commission, and the
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Alliance. Mr.
O’Connor was a founding member of the Pitts-
burg Center for Grieving Children. In addition,
he was actively involved in the United Jewish
Federation’s Renaissance Project, which built
or renovated a number of Jewish community
facilities. And Mr. O’Connor provided substan-
tial assistance to Pittsburgh’s Beth Shalom
Congregation after a 1997 synagogue fire.

On behalf of my constituents and myself, I
want to thank Mr. Markel and City Council
President O’Connor for their many contribu-
tions to the City of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh’s
Jewish community, and I want to congratulate
them on their selection as honorees at the
54th Annual American Zionist Fund Banquet.
f
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Isolina Ferré, an outstanding in-
dividual who has devoted her life to serving
the poor. Sister Isolina, a Missionary Servant
of the Most Blessed Trinity, received the na-
tion’s highest civilian honor during a White
House ceremony on Wednesday, August 11,
1999. She was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Sister Isolina, known as the ‘‘Angel of
Ponce Beach,’’ was born on September 5,
1914 to one of the most affluent families in
Puerto Rico. Raised in a wealthy family, she
decided early in life that she wanted to dedi-
cate her life to the less fortunate. She joined
the Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed
Trinity at age 21 in Philadelphia. After she
completed her training, she was assigned to
the Appalachian coal mining region of West
Virginia and then worked among Portuguese
immigrants on Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

In 1957 Sister Isolina went to work at the
Doctor White Community Center in Brooklyn,
where she offered to be a mediator between
African-American and Puerto Rican gangs. For
her efforts she received the key to the city of
New York from Mayor John Lindsay and the
John D. Rockefeller Award for Public Service
and Community Revitalization.

Mr. Speaker, Sister Isolina Ferré founded
community service centers, clinics and pro-
grams to empower the poor in Puerto Rico,
New York and Appalachia. She does this
through the Centros Sor Isolina Ferré, a group
of five community-service centers she has run
for 30 years. One U.S. author who wrote
about turning around poor, crime-ridden com-
munities called her ‘‘Mother Teresa of Puerto
Rico.’’

The Centros Sor Isolina Ferré has 350 em-
ployees, five offices throughout Puerto Rico, a
postgraduate business and technical school
and 40 programs aimed at stemming juvenile
delinquency and strengthening families. With
government and private funding, it serves
more than 10,000 people a year.

The operation is built on Ferré’s main prin-
ciple: Poor communities have many resources
they can use to improve their condition, and
they can be taught to seek their own solutions
and take control of their lives. Staff members
teach leadership and strategic planning to
people in public-housing projects, in Ponce—
skills used to start businesses and organize
community improvements. Through counseling
and other services for youth and families,
Ferre’s group has dramatically reduced the
school dropout rate within a public housing
project in the San Juan area.

Mr. Speaker, Sister Isolina is the fourth
Puerto Rican to receive the award. The others
are former Puerto Rico Gov. Luis Muñoz
Marin, a founder of the Popular Democratic
Party; Anotnia Pantojas, founder of Aspira, an
agency known for helping Hispanic youth; and
Sister Isolina’s brother, former Puerto Rico
Gov. Luis A. Ferré, founder of the pro-state-
hood New Progressive Party.

Sister Isolina attended Fordham University
in New York where she earned a bachelor of
arts and master’s degree in psychology.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in commending Sister Isolina Ferré for her out-
standing achievements and in wishing her
continued success.
f
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a beloved local entrepreneur.
Candy Coonerty, co-owner of Bookshop Santa
Cruz, died this last July of a stroke at the age
of 49.

Candy was more than just a local business-
woman; she provided the community with an
eclectic and unique selection of books as well
as an environment where local community
members could meet and interact. Bookshop
Santa Cruz serves as a hub and mainstay of
the historic downtown. Candy was also ac-
tively involved in the community serving on the
board of directors of Friends of the UC Santa
Cruz Library and advisory council of the Santa
Cruz Hillel Foundation.

Candy Coonerty will be sorely missed and
remembered for her presence in the Santa
Cruz community as a local hostess and her
compassion for literature. My thoughts are
with her family.
f
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure and profound admiration that I rise
today to welcome the First Lady of Tanzania,
Mama Anna Mkaba, to the United States.

Mrs. Mkaba has gained international rec-
ognition for her extensive humanitarian work
and efforts on behalf of charitable organiza-
tions. She has founded the Equal Opportuni-
ties for All Trust Fund (EOTF), a registered,


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-01T10:28:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




